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MINUTES of the MEETING of FROYLE PARISH COUNCIL  

held in Froyle Village Hall on Monday 15th November 2021 at 19.00 

 

Attendees  
Parish Council (PC):   
Mrs. J. Southern (Chair) (JS) Mr. I. Deans (ID) Mr A. Aldridge (AA)  Mr. N. Whines (NW) Mrs A. McRiley (AM) 
Mr A. Potter (Clerk)   
Other:   District Councillor Tony Costigan (TC)  Mr G Woollen (GW) Bentley station footbridge action group    

Apologies for absence: Dr A Roberts (AR)  

Declaration of Interest: None 

Confirmation of Minutes: 
45 21-22 It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council and Annual Council Meeting held on 11th October 2021 be accepted and signed by 
the Chair as a true record. 

Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

Feedback on activities from previous 
meeting 11/10/2021 (Agenda item 
ref in brackets) 

a) Froyle Archive Councillor Grant (5a) – Clerk reported that the 
application for a £300 Councillor grant had been declined by EHDC 
as the expenditure on subscription / ongoing costs for the website 
would be considered as core running costs. TC advised that he 
would follow up and find another way to get this grant approved 

b) Grit bins (5c) – ID reported that he had inspected all of the bins 
and cut back encroaching vegetation. Holes had been drilled in the 
bottom to release water. 
TC noted that the bins going out of shape was an ongoing problem 
and he would follow up with EHDC if ID could provide the bin 
reference numbers. 

a) TC to follow up with EHDC 
and advise Clerk  

b) ID to provide bin numbers to 
TC who will follow up with 
EHDC. 

 

4. Network Rail Bentley Station Crossing Closure  & Footbridge Proposal 

 Geoff Woollen of the Bentley 
Station Road and Weybank 

Network Rail has been conducting a risk assessment on all crossings 
with the aim to replace them in due course. The Bentley crossing is 

It was agreed to support the action 
group by being a co-signatory to a 

Open 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

Community action group 
presented the current status of 
the proposal 

considered high risk and Network Rail is proposing to instal a new 
footbridge and lifts similar to that at Alton station. The need for 
improved safety is not being challenged by the action group just the 
proposed solution. This solution has been objected to due to its visual 
impact and the safety risk inc. users getting stranded in the lift or on 
the wrong side of the railway for an extended period in case of 
breakdown as the station is unmanned. Other options being 
suggested to Network Rail by the action group are barriers and lights 
or an underpass. A second public consultation meeting is being held 
on 23rd November in Bentley Memorial Hall. 

letter from all local Councils and to 
send a separate one from Froyle PC 
after the public consultation 
meeting.  
GW to provide details of how the 
joint letter is to be supported and a 
separate objection to be drafted 
(Clerk). 

5.  Matters raised by residents and representatives of village based activities – no items raised 

6.  Reports from Councillors 

a) Football hut  JS presented a paper on the different community amenities to be 
taken forward viz covered seating, accessible toilet, and storage. 

NW advised that the Village Hall (VH) proposal for a glazed cover over 
part of the patio had not been progressed further. He suggested that 
the 2017 proposal for an open sided shelter with storage on the site 
of the football hut should be reconsidered 

AA and AM supported providing a new seating area but felt that 
locating this on the football hut slab was the wrong place  

ID indicated his support for the VH patio cover and suggested the cost 
could be shared between the PC and VH. He also agreed that a 
covered seat on the Rec would provide a facility for those using the 
playground and suggested that an externally accessible loo could in 
principle be created within the existing VH layout rather than as a 
separate structure. 

JS suggested that the storage solution be considered once tangible 
progress had been made on the other amenities. 

JS to write to the VH Chair to 
explore the appetite for the patio 
cover and suggest that the 
accessible toilet solution within 
the VH is explored. 

Open 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

It was agreed that JS should write to the VH Chair advising the PC 
support for the patio cover and seeking to understand the VH 
appetite for this project. It would also be suggested that the internal 
solution for an accessible toilet should be explored. It was confirmed 
that nothing would be developed on the slab until the VH patio cover 
option had been fully considered. 

b) Hadwicks corner noticeboard 
and hedge 

Clerk reported that Graham Menzies had confirmed that he did not 
want to quote for the repair to the noticeboard. Discussions have 
been held with Mick Wells who is developing a design plan for the 
work using concrete spurs. 

Clerk reported that quotes had been received from RP Gardening 
(Lengthsman) and Froyle Tree Care to cut the hedge up to the VH. The 
respective quotes were considered and it was decided to proceed 
with RP as they had also offered to remove the brambles at ground 
level. It was further agreed that before awarding the work to RP, 
David Heather who cuts the Rec hedge would be approached to ask if 
he was interested in doing this work including cutting the brambles at 
ground level. 

Clerk to contact David Heather to 
ascertain whether he would be 
prepared to undertake the work 
including bramble removal. 
46 21/22 it was resolved to award 
the contract for cutting the hedge 
and removing the bramble to RP 
Gardening subject to David 
Heather not being interested to 
undertake the work. 

Post meeting: David Heather 
confirmed that he was not 
interested but would cut the Rec 
hedge as contracted later in the 
month. 

Open 

c) Ditches and Lengthsman ID proposed and it was agreed that the next lengthsman visit on 
25/11 should focus on clearing road drainage chutes to ditches.  

The question of remedial action for the flooding on Ryebridge Lane in 
Upper Froyle was discussed. ID advised that he had followed up with 
the landowner to implement the agreed works. These had previously 
been deferred to the autumn, but the issue is now becoming urgent as 
groundwater levels are rising and flooding occurring after heavy rain.  

Dredging Husseys Lane pond was discussed and it was agreed that this 
was the landowner’s responsibility. JS to contact the owner to ensure 

JS to contact owner of Husseys 
Lane pond re ongoing 
maintenance responsibilities. 

Open 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

that they were aware of the pond maintenance responsibilities and 
understood what this might require going forward. 

e) Eco projects It was agreed that a plan should be developed and this item would be 
discussed again in January 2022 

AM and AR to prepare a plan for 
discussion 

Closed 

f) Tree Warden JS advised that she was yet to contact Mrs Essenson and if she did not 
want to continue an alternative would be sought. 

JS to contact Michelle Essenson to 
confirm whether she wanted to 
continue in the role of Tree 
Warden 

Open 

g) Froyle Estate A number of points remain outstanding with Belport including 
footpath issues. 

JS to contact Belport about 
outstanding issues – list to be 
prepared by the Clerk 

Open 

6.    Report from District Councillor  

a) Froyle Park (FP) TC reported that he had been in contact with Harbour Hotels re the 
extractor fan application. He was advised that the missing documents 
were now ready and the application would be resubmitted by the end 
of the month. JS requested notice of the application being submitted 
so nearby residents could be alerted to the proposal. 

JS reported that a response to the request for new signage at Froyle 
Green had been received from NJG group. This indicated that 
improved directions on the website could be more effective thank 
new signs. JS agreed to suggest this to the FP venue and also suggest 
that a small finger sign at the top of Hen & Chicken Hill should be 
installed. 

TC to advise when the application 
had been submitted 

 

 

JS to write to Harbour Hotels 
suggesting that they reviewed an 
updated the directions to the 
venue on the website and to 
consider installing a finger sign. 

Open 

b) Chawton Park TC was asked about the status of the Chawton Park housing 
development to meet EHDC’s housing allocation from Government in 
the Local Plan. He advised that this was not now the preferred site with 
others, including ones that had previously been rejected, being 
reconsidered possibly with the housing allocation being split over more 
than one site. The A31 corridor is a prime candidate for development 
to meet EHDC’s housing allocation from Government because a 

No further action Closed 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

significant proportion of EHDC is within the South Downs National Park 
so site(s) for the full allocation of houses have to be found elsewhere 
within the Council area. The basis of housing allocation is being actively 
challenged with Government by EHDC and local MP’s.  

 

7. Planning matters 

a)  New planning applications Three new Planning Applications were received since the last PC 
meeting (see Attachment Item 7a). It was agreed that no comment 
would be made regarding these applications.  

Concerns were expressed about an application to ‘create a new 
highway access, area of hard standing with a turning area to support an 
existing agricultural use’ on the land along Froyle Road and Main Road, 
Bentley opposite the A31 slip road. It was agreed that an objection 
would be submitted after discussion with Bentley PC to determine the 
basis to object. 

47 21/22 it was resolved that no 
comments would be submitted 
regarding planning applications  
53851/001, 27982/005 and 
49421/002  

48 21/22 it was resolved to submit 
an objection to application 51579. 
Clerk to liaise with Bentley PC 
regarding the basis for the 
objection. 

 

b)  Results of Planning applications Clerk reported that Belport’s application for the grain dryer at Round 
Wood (59263) had been permitted with a number of conditions. 
Many of these related to HGV movements on Colthouse Lane which 
had been a major concern of the PC. 

The application for a rear and side extension to 1 Bamber Lane 
(59483/001) had also been consented as the plans did not differ from 
the previously approved Lawful Development Certificate. The 
Planning Officer accepted that the proposed uplift would not comply 
with Policy H16 as the increase in area exceeded the 50% allowed but 
concluded that ‘the extended building would not significantly alter the 
dwelling from a 2 bed to 3 bed dwelling. It was therefore considered 
that the extended building was unlikely to change the range or variety 
of dwelling sizes in the countryside’.  

No action Closed 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

c)  Compliance with approved 
Planning applications 

EHDC planning enforcement provided an update to the purchase of 
the White House and Walled Garden in Upper Froyle (20107/093 & 
105) stating that the delay in completing the purchase was due to 
significant design issues from the previous developer that needed to 
be resolved. 

Clerk to maintain contact with 
EHDC compliance re developments 
regarding the purchase of the 
White House and ensure that the 
required works are undertaken 
promptly following completion of 
the purchase 

Open 

d)  Other Planning & Development 
Issues 

Veolia AERF - ID reported that a further public consultation has been 
held during November and as a result it was unlikely that the 
application will be considered at the next Regulatory Committee 
meeting on 15th December. It had also come to light from a Freedom of 
Information request that HCC’s Landscape department had formally 
objected to the location of the incinerator but HCC did not make this 
public as they are obliged to do. The NWI campaign group will be 
releasing this to the local media in the coming days. 

New Development Policy Consultation – Clerk confirmed that the 
Settlement Boundary letter discussed at the last meeting had been 
finalised and sent to EHDC. An acknowledgement had been received 
and reply promised from the Planning Policy team. 

ID to keep the PC informed about 
the date of the Reg Comm 
meeting. 

Open 

8.     Finance Matters 

a)  Accounts  A list of payments made since the last meeting and bank 
reconciliation at end of September was tabled at the meeting (see 
attachment Item 8a) and the contents noted. 

 Closed 

b)  2022/23 First Look budget and 
precept 

Clerk presented a first look budget based on 2021/22 forecast and 
noted that a precept set at the same level as the current year plus CPI 
inflation would result in a further surplus and add significantly to the 
reserves. In determining the final budget and precept at the next PC 
meeting, Councillors were asked to consider whether the reserves 
designated for the football hut would be spent in 2022/23 and if not 
whether the precept should be reduced. An indication of the amount 

PC members to review the budget 
and precept proposals for 
agreement at the next meeting. 
Comments should be provided to 
the Clerk 

Open 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

that the precept could be reduced per household under a number of 
options was circulated by the Clerk for information. 

The PC were requested to review each of the budget items and advise 
any changes so a final budget could be approved and precept level 
agreed at the next meeting. 

c) Disconnection of electricity 
supply to the football hut 

Clerk advised that he had received responses from SSE to the PC 
questions regarding disconnection. These confirmed that only SSEN 
can carry out and quote for disconnections on their network and if 
supply was required to a new building in future this would incur a 
connection charge. 

After discussion it was agreed that the SSEN quote should be accepted 
and the power supply disconnected in advance of demolition of the 
football hut. 

49 21/22 it was resolved to accept 
the quote ref EUF/629 from SSEN 
to disconnect the power supply to 
the football hut. 

 

Closed 

d) Patio repointing Clerk circulated a Method Statement  for the work prepared by 
Donovan Macintosh and this was accepted.  

NW noted that there may be occasions while the work was 
proceeding that arrangements to accommodate hirers of the hall 
might need to be made. It was recognised that these could not be 
identified far in advance and they should be resolved by discussion 
while the work was progressing. 

50 21/22 it was resolved to accept 
the Method Statement prepared 
by Donovan Macintosh for 
repointing the VH patio. 

 

Closed 

9. Other matters raised  

a) Co-option of Parish Councillor  JS confirmed that a bio of Charlie Inskip had been circulated as 
requested at the last meeting. It was unanimously agreed that she 
should join the PC from 1st January. 

Clerk advised that there had been no requests for an election to fill 
the vacancy resulting from Ian Macnabb leaving the PC. This vacancy 
was now being advertised on village noticeboards and the PC website.  

Clerk to prepare the necessary 
paperwork for Charlie Inskip to 
complete 

Closed 

b) Councillor responsibilities Clerk presented a list of Councillor responsibilities for completion 
following the changes in members of the Parish Council. 

PC members to review the areas of 
responsibility and advise the Clerk 

Closed 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

Responsibilities were identified for a) budget categories, b) internal 
control, c) activity focal points, and d) liaison. PC members were 
requested to review the list and identify which they were interested 
in being responsible for as focal point so the list could be signed off at 
the next meeting.  

It was noted that these were focal point roles to present proposals to 
the PC for approval and that the list would be reviewed on an annual 
basis. 

which they would be responsible 
for as a focal point before the next 
meeting on 15/12. 

c) HRH Platinum Jubilee  NW advised that the VH had commenced planning for this event and a 
team would be formally established shortly. The PC was asked 
whether in principle it would be prepared to support the event 
financially and undertake the administration as had been done for the 
recent Froyle Festival event. It was agreed to consider this at a later 
meeting when more details were available. 

JS mentioned that she had raised the subject of parish preparedness 
in the event of the death of the monarch with the VH Chair and a 
Parochial Church Council member. It was agreed that a plan 
incorporating all the protocols and a risk assessment of the Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations being cancelled should be prepared. 

JS to continue discussions with VH 
Chair and PCC re plans on the 
death of the monarch 

Open 

d) Hart District Council 
consultation on a CIL charging 
schedule 

Clerk advised that an invitation had been received to take part in this 
consultation. It was noted that this was a neighbouring Council and 
agreed that the PC had nothing to contribute. 

None Closed 

e) HCC Greening Campaign Clerk advised that HCC are expanding its Greening Campaign for 
stimulating grassroots community engagement on climate change. An 
online briefing has been scheduled for 25th November. JS indicated 
that she was interested in joining but encouraged other Councillors to 
do so as well if interested. 

None Closed 

f) HCC Wheels to Work Clerk advised that a new poster had been issued on the Wheels to 
Work scheme following the introduction of electric mopeds to the 
fleet. 

Clerk to display poster on notice 
boards and include in the Mag 
report 

Closed 
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Item Discussion Agreed Action/Outcome Status 

g) Proposed 20 mph speed limit in 
rural villages 

Clerk advised that a proposal to introduce 20mph speed limits in rural 
villages was being presented to the HALC AGM on 6th November by 
Twyford PC. The PC considered that this could be helpful if policed. 
Feedback has been requested. 

Clerk to obtain feedback of the 
HALC meeting discussion 

Closed 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15th December 2021 @ 19.00 in Froyle Village Hall ***THIS IS A CHANGE OF DATE FROM PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED*** 

 

 

 

Chair  ................................................................................     Date ............................................... 
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Attachments 

Item 7a Planning Applications received since last meeting 

 

Item 8a Invoices for Approval and Payment - none 

Payments made since last meeting  

Date paid Supplier Description Category Amount (£) Paid by 

10/09/2021 Leigh Day NWI Legal expenses NWI         1,440.00  BACS 

10/09/2021 Parish Council Websites 
Balance of website conversion, training and 
maintenance 

Admin & Finance            507.60  
BACS 

10/09/2021 Festival expenses (Dobson) Froyle Festival Pimms bar Froyle Festival              99.00  BACS 

10/09/2021 Festival expenses (Inskip) Froyle Festival misc expenses Froyle Festival            120.58  BACS 

10/09/2021 Festival expenses (Matthews) Froyle Festival vegetarian chilli etc Froyle Festival            104.51  BACS 

15/09/2021 Arthur Gallagher Insurance premium 2021/22 Admin & Finance         1,208.43  BACS 

15/09/2021 Dick Randall Service Ltd Playground inspection Maintenance            120.00  BACS 

15/09/2021 Perfect Pitch Marquees Froyle Festival marquee hire Froyle Festival         2,709.60  BACS 

15/09/2021 Festival expenses (Anfield) Froyle Festival sausages Froyle Festival              40.00  BACS 

20/09/2021 Froyle Village Hall Froyle Festival repayment of excess contribution Froyle Festival            623.15  BACS 

20/09/2021 Froyle Village Fete Froyle Festival repayment of excess contribution Froyle Festival         2,077.15  BACS 

20/09/2021 Adams Hendry NWI planning consultancy July/August 2021 NWI         1,350.00  BACS 

27/09/2021 Andrew Potter Clerk salary Salary         1,620.00  BACS 

27/09/2021 Andrew Potter Clerk expenses Admin & Finance            159.24  BACS 

49421/002 08/11/2021 06/12/2021 Whitethorn, Froyle Road GU34 4LJ LF Rear extension

27982/005 29/10/2021 24/11/2021 Lilac Cottage, Park Lane GU34 4LU LF Cherry tree fell

53851/001 13/10/2021 03/11/2021 Sylvester Farm Cottage GU34 4LT LF Chestnut tree fell

Ref Address Description

Date 

Issued for 

comment

Parish Council 

Response

Comments 

Close
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